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167 new applications to commence tracing for a searched person in Q4 2017; 922 received
in 2017

- 729 applicants awaiting an information and tracing service at the end of Q4 2017; down 99

(12%) on Q3. Fewest number for the period Q1 2017 — Q4 2017.

= All but one service meeting the target of eight weeks or less from time of application to

provision of non-identifying information

52 receipted completed applications for adoption (all types) received in Q4 2017; 190
received in 2017

35 new children were referred for adoption in Q4 2017; 177 referred in 2017

43 completed adoption assessments presented to Local Adoption Committees in Q4 2017;
152 presented in 2017

4 Foster Carers

% 4,384 foster carers on the panel of approved foster carers at the end of Q4 2017; 59 fewer than

Q3 2017 and 153 fewer than Q4 2016

80% (n=(1,152/1,443) of relative foster carers approved against a target of 80%

> 03% (n=2,551) of general foster carers had an allocated link (target 90%). A total of 205

awaiting; down 30 on Q3

» 7% (n=1,003) of anproved relative foster carers had an allocated link worker (target of 85%),

Tot: of 149 awaiting allocation; up 12 on Q3

291 n.. DD ve relative foster carer; down 11 on Q3

¥ 251 (& o , 01 71 r.ay droved relative foster carers had a child placed with them for longer

than 12 week

88% (n=221) of unapprovea relative foster carers with a child placed > 12 weeks had an
allocated link (social) worker; up eight percentage points on Q3. Total of 30 carers
awaiting in three areas (Cork (23), DSW/K/WW (5) and MidWest (2)).
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167 new applications to commence tracing for a searched person in Q4 2017; 922 received in
2017

72¢ applicants awaiting an information and tracing service at the end of Q4 2017; down 99
(12%) on Q3. Fewest number for the period Q1 2017 — Q4 2017.

All but one service meeting the target of eight weeks or less from time of application to provision
of non-identifying information

52 receipted completed applications for adoption (all types) received in Q4 2017; 190 received
in 2017

35 new children were referred for adoption in Q4 2017; 177 referred in 2017

43 completed adoption assessments presented to Local Adoption Committees in Q4 2017 ; 152
presented in 2017

Information and Tracing Service

The Agency’s Adoption Information and Tracing Service oversees a broad spectrum of enquiries

from a wide range of people, including adopted people, birth parents, adoptive parents, siblings

of adopted people and other birth relatives and people raised in long-term foster care. The service

operates on a non-statutory basis within the wider legal framework of the Adoption Acts and

assists each of these categories of person with their information and tracing enquiries.

228 new enquiries regarding information and tracing received in Q4 2017 bringing the total
number of enquiries for 2017 to 1,495.

167 new applications to commence tracing of a searched person received in Q4 2017 bringing
the total number of new applications for 2017 to 922.

729 applicants awaiting an information and tracing service at the end of Q4 2017; down 99
(12%) on Q3 2017 and the fewest number for the period Q1 2017 — Q4 2017 (Table 17).

Highest number of applicants (n=335; 46%) were awaiting a service in the Cork/Kerry area.
This is due to the majority of files being held in this area.

All services reported a decrease from Q3 2017 in the number of applicants awaiting.
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Table 17: Number of applicants awaiting an information and tracing service

' . No waitin
Service Area Q4 2016 9

 Dublin Mid Leinster

. Dublin North East ;

1 These two services are 221

- combined for

applications waiting

Cork/Kery 304
CWI/KK/STAWD/WX 62
Midwest 1
Galway/Roscommon 33
Mayo Mt .
Donegal/SLWC 49
National 690

o At the end of Q4 2017, all services except Donegal/SLWC were meeting the target of eight
weeks or less for the length of time from application (production of ID) to the provision of non-
identifying (Table 18). The waiting time in this area (although 16 weeks) is down 4 weeks on
Q3 2017. The service is working with HR to address staffing deficits in this area.

Table 18: Length of time (weeks) from application to the provision of non-identifying information

, Length of Time Length of Time | Length of Time Length of Time ' Length of Time |
(weeks)
Q12017

Area

Dublin Mid Leinster

Dublin North East !

Cork/Kerry |

CWIKK/STAWDAVX |

Midwest

Galway/Roscommon
i Mayo

| Donegal/SLWC |

o Atthe end of Q4 2017:

- the length of time from application (production of ID) to allocation of a social worker for
prioritv 1 apolications ranged from 1 month to 12 months against a target of 3 months or

less (Table ic ;.

- the length of time from application (production of ID) to allocation of a social worker for
priority 2 applications ranged from 6 weeks to 9 months against a target of 6 months or less.
All services but two services (Dublin North East and the MidWest) are meeting this target

(Table 19).

- the length of time from application (production of ID) to allocation of a social worker for all
other applications ranged from 3 months to 30 months against a target of 12 months or less.
All but two services (Dublin North East and Cork/Kerry) are meeting this target (Table 19).
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Table 19: Length of time (months) from application to allocation of a social worker, by priority type

Pkrior'i'ty T 50 s T
R b Priority 2 Applications All other Applications
Applications Waiting e

Area , ‘ . ‘ | time (mths) ’V\(alﬁtmg time (mths) | {mths)
Dublin Mid Leinster 2 2 N . 3
Dublin North East 4 -8 23
Cork/Kerry 12 6 weeks 30
CW/KK/ISTMWD/WX 3 3 12
Midwest 3 9 12
Galway/Roscommon 1 3 6
WaT S L L A
Donegal/Sligo/Leitrim\West Cavan 4 6 7 12,

3.3.2 Adoption Assessments

» 52receipted completed applications for adoption (all types) received during Q4 2017 bringing
the total for 2017 to 190 (Table 20). Almost half (48%; 92) were for inter-country adoption
followed by step-parent adoption accounting for almost a further quarter (23%; 43).

Table 20: Number of receipted completed adoption application packs received in the quarter

Area a1 2617 Q2 2017 _ 03 201_’;__ Qs 201?_ ~ Total (YD)
- T T ) ) T
\ K‘;ﬁ:ﬁ;‘:"tw | 22 25 | 18 27 | 92
_ . I S| S
ot 10 0| s 4 28
e 10 12 9 ! 12 | .. 43
Total B a7 50 4 52 190 |

* 35 new children were referred for adoption in Q4 2017 bringing the total for 2017 to 177 (Table
21). The highest number (n=79; 45%) were for step-parent adoption, followed closely by
fostering to adoption (n=76; 43%).

Table 21: Number of new children referred for adoption in the quarter

; # # % #

| Area Q12017 Q2 2017 Q32017 qazory  'owl(YTD) |
| Fostering to 1al 8 34 | 20 76 ‘
;. Adoption | B _ ! | -

" Domestic 12 5 | 31 2 22

. Adoption B | I [ |
| Step-parent | 23 31 | 12 13 79
L ddehtion | | - . B
. Total 49 44 49 35 177

» 43 completed assessments (all types) were presented to Local Adoption Committees during
Q4 2017 bringing the total for 2017 to 152 (Table 22). The highest number of assessments
were for inter-country adoption (n=71; 47%) followed by step-parent adoption (n=42; 28%).
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Table 22: Completed assessments presented to Local Adoption Committees, by type

; . . Y
Area atz17 @017 as217  aszoy TOROTRL
Fostering to ‘ i
Adoption 3 8 2 6 . 19

. Inter-Country ! ]
Adoption " 2 TS T A
Domestic Adoption 7 3 3] 7 20

' Step-parent } i i
adoption 9_. 10 ) 12 L o ;

Total 32 43 34 43 152
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